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On Holy Humor Sunday, we talked about 

laughter as one of God’s gifts and prayed 

for courage to laugh even when it is 

difficult. During this time of the pandemic 

and trying to adjust to changes, I think it is 

natural that worries and fear from 

uncertainties step in again and again. So, 

as we are reminded and invited to trust in 

God and be thankful daily, laughing 

intentionally also can be a good spiritual 

practice for us during this time.  

I also want to suggest another thing that 

we, Hope UMC, can practice together 

during the coming months, especially May 

and June. A couple of months ago, 

Wisconsin Conference held a workshop of 

Breakthrough Prayer. But due to the weather, we were not able to attend. Instead some people at 

Hope have read a book about the breakthrough prayer practice. Briefly speaking, breakthrough 

prayer is a church-wide prayer initiative in which people of all ages join in asking God to break 

through in new and miraculous ways.  

In addition to facing this pandemic, we have another transition to come, in becoming two-point 

charge in June. That means we have to work on many details to make adjustments including 

changing our worship time. Yes, our hands are full dealing with changes. However, I believe God 

doesn’t want us to walk alone during this time.  I want to ask you these questions: In all that we do 

how can we find God’s intervention, good intervention? How can we move each step with God, not 

being overwhelmed but being ready for the next steps? How can our journey be a journey walking 

with God? It is surely a time that we need to open our hearts and minds fully to be led by God.  

So, I want to invite you to the breakthrough movement during May and June, which is a transitioning 

time of our new normal living and church life. It is very simple to join in. You will receive a simple 

prayer in the mail and email. And over the next few weeks we’ll pray at the same times. We have 
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two opportunities every day to pray for our church at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Of course, you can 

pray at other times too, but those are the times you are especially invited to join in praying this 

prayer from wherever you are at 8:00 am & pm each day. Some churches have even encouraging 

people to take a photo of whatever space they are praying in at those times and post them to the 

church Facebook so that they are reminded and encourage each other to pray. These locations 

might be in an elevator, in the grocery store, and on the tennis court… During this time of social 

distancing, our places to pray would be simple like mostly at home. The point is the prayer is short 

enough that you can stop and pray the breakthrough prayer almost anywhere.  

The coming months of May and June and further than that, can be a time of full blessings to our 

church as we are fully surrounded by God’s will. Let us open ourselves to be inspired and led by 

God. Let God guide and energize us. May we witness what God will do in us and through us as we 

all participate in breakthrough prayer in the weeks and months ahead.  

Anyone who is interested in small group discussion during summer with the book, ‘Ultimate 

Reliance, Breakthrough Prayer Practices’ should contact Pastor Hyejung or Sharon Fortune.  

 
Blessings,  
Pastor Hyejung 

(Continued from Page 1) 
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Zoom is a simple one-click video conferencing application. 
We hope it will allow us to connect personally as we are able 
to see faces on the screen. 

Links to each “Zoom Meeting” can be found on the church 
Facebook Page and in weekly emails. 

Here is a brief one-minute video showing how to join a meeting in Zoom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oT_cKqadmCE 

The only thing that you need to do is to Download the Zoom App. Download the app if you are a new 

user, but there is no need to ‘sign in’ or create an account. Once you have the app on your phone or 

computer, you can join just by clicking the link that will be shared through weekly emails and on our 

Facebook page.  

A special THANK YOU to our pianists, Andrea and Ben, and also to 

Alexandra for technology assistance with our Zoom Worship Services. 

 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR “ZOOM” WORSHIP  
SUNDAY MORNINGS at 9:30am 

 

THANK YOU 

Everyone should have received a letter 
recently outlining the changes that will 
start in July for our congregation.  In July, 
our pastor will be serving 75% of her time at 
Hope and serving Knapp UMC for 25% of her time.  Our Sunday service time will be 
changing to 10:00 AM as Pastor Hyejung will be leading Knapp’s service before ours, 
and will travel to Hope to lead our 10:00 service.  Thanks to all of you for your input 
and ideas as we puzzled together about our longer term financial stability.  We pray 
that we will all be blessed in our path forward. 

There is a possibility that our two-point charge could start earlier (in June) if the Safer-
at-Home guidelines are changed. We will keep you updated as we receive more 
information. 

BECOMING PART OF A 
TWO-POINT CHARGE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oT_cKqadmCE
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NOTICE: All Church activities are on hold right now 
until we have more direction regarding when we 
will be able to meet in person again.  This includes: 

 
• Choir  

• Women of Hope Gatherings 

• Men’s Group Coffee Fellowship 

• Youth Group activities and gatherings (except online Zoom events) 

• All Faith Formation Groups and Gatherings: 
o Sunday School (All Ages - children, youth, and adult) 
o Confirmation 
o Adult Bible Study 
o Centering Prayer 
o Women’s Bible Study  

• Heritage Court Ministry 

• All Outside Groups using the church 

 

Youth Group will be meeting 
online through ZOOM each 
Wednesday evening in May 
at 7:00pm. 

MAY COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
➢ May 4th Nurture Committee 5:30pm 

➢ May 11th Finance at 6:30pm 

➢ May 14th Ad. Board at 6:00pm 

The Unitarian Universalist Church will be hosting 
an Online Interfaith Prayer Service. Details and 
information will be provided soon.  
 

ONLINE  
INTERFAITH  

PRAYER  
SERVICE 

MAY 20TH 
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Thanks to your generous support, we were 
able to deliver games, puzzles, snacks and 
cards of encouragement to Heritage Court, 
Oakwood Hills and Azura Memory Care. 
With your continued support we could 
include other facilities around Eau Claire. If 
you’d like to donate, please mark your 
donation “Heritage Court Ministry” by May 
10. If you’re interested in writing cards of 
encouragement please drop them off or 
mail them to the church. 

Please contact Dan Shuck or Becky 
Gochanour with any questions. 

THANK YOU 

POSTAGE 

DONATIONS 

NEEDED 

The number of items being mailed 
out has increased during this time as 
we are sharing messages and 
sermons with those unable to 
connect online.  

Even though we don’t meet and worship 
together in person, we still continue our 
ministries. It’s a time to remember the church 
is not about the building, but WE are the 
church. 

 

MAIL: Please feel free to send your 
offerings in mail:  

Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING: Call or email 
the church office to request an 
Authorization Form for Automatic 
Withdrawal 

715-835-5310 (leave a message) 
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

The Church Office may have 
some changes to regular 
hours during this time. 

If you call the office 715-835-
5310, be sure to leave a 
message. The voicemail will be 
checked on a regular basis. 

You can also continue to 
communicate using the church 
email:  
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

 

GIVING 
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Birthday Blessings  
to all who are celebrating  

a Birthday in May 

Happy Birthday to you,  
to Jesus be true 

may God’s richest blessing, 
 now rest upon you! 

VISIT THE JONAH 
WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

 & INFORMATION 

www.jonahjustice.org 

 

LITTLE LIBRARY 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Our little library has been 
serving as both a Little Food 
Pantry and a Little Library    
for Books. Additionally, our 
neighbors often use it as a 
sharing box, bringing what 
they don't use but want to 
share with others. 

IF YOU, OR 

SOMEONE YOU 

KNOW IS IN 

NEED OF A 

FACEMASK, 
PLEASE 

CONTACT JAN 

LORENTZ 

 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL (SUNDAYS AT 8:45AM BEFORE WORSHIP)  

Please feel free to join us whenever you can and join the discussion 
- we always finish in time for church at 9:30!  Contact Joanne Mellema 
at 715-523-0447 or mellemjr@uwec.edu for any questions.   

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY (SUNDAYS AT 10:45AM FOLLOWING WORSHIP) 

Please join us as we read and discuss God’s Word. Our 
study is informal and open to all, no matter where you 
are in your Faith Journey. Our class will continue to 
meet in the Library after the church service from 10:45 
– 11:30am.  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

The Women’s Bible Study Group meets the 4th Monday of 
the month at 6:30pm. Please contact Cindy Hanson with 
any questions.  715-878-4941. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
APRIL CALENDAR 
  

 CENTERING PRAYER  
Will meet once a month at 12:00pm (noon)  
the first Tuesday of each month. 

Join us each month and take 30 minutes to reconnect with God through centering prayer. 

Centering prayer is a method of silent prayer in which we experience God’s presence with us, 
closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of 
prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. Hopefully it will 
help us to slow down in the busyness of activities. A quick introduction will be provided each 
time, so don’t worry if you have never done it before.  

Please contact Pastor Hyejung with any questions. 

The Sunday morning Adult Bible Study Group will be 
taking a “Spring Break” until further notice.   
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Ushers 
  

 

 

  

* Communion 
Servers      

Greeters      

Scripture Reader      

Children’s Moment      

Audio Visual      

Coffee Fellowship      

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

8:45am  Adult Sunday School  

9:30am  WORSHIP SERVICE  
 Followed by Fellowship 

10:45am Youth Sunday School  
 & Adult Bible Study 
 
 

HOPE UMC STAFF   

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS:     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and 

updates should be submitted to the church office by 

the 20th of each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 


