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Since we began social distancing, our way of doing 

things, including worship, have been different from our 

usual. We have learned how to stay connected in old 

ways such as using the mail and new ways using 

technology. But we see there are still challenges to 

stay strong and connected in Jesus Christ and to what 

we believe. One thing that we have missed, since in 

person worship has not been possible, is the sharing 

of Holy Communion. We did have the love feast where 

we had our own food at home on Maundy Thursday.  

I have been watching for when we can begin Holy 

Communion again. However, since we still do not 

have any specific date when we will be safe from the 

virus, I am considering online communion on Zoom 

during our worship on June 7th (Communion Sunday, 

the first Sunday of the month). There have been 

debates about whether it is right to do Communion 

online because we, Methodists, believe the physical 

presence of the faith community is essential. We believe God’s grace is present in the communion 

elements as it is consecrated by the pastor in our physical gathering. However, this is a unique time, 

a time that the people of God need God’s grace more than any other time. I believe Holy Communion 

is a necessary means of grace for us to stay connected in God. So, I encourage our congregation, 

Hope UMC, to participate in the communion online during this time of social distancing. It is still an 

open table which means it is open to all people, at any location. We cannot limit the power of the 

Holy Spirit whether it is online or in physical places. God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit is 

beyond our understanding and knowledge.  

For this month, the leaders of Hope decided it would be good for the congregation to have the same 

kind of bread and juice so that we all feel connected in Christ and one another as a big family again. 

Some of the leaders will deliver the pre-packed individual juice and bread door to door. Once you 

receive it, have it with you during our Zoom Worship on Sunday, June 7th. If you worship by reading 

email or with the printed copy of sermon at 9:30am on your own, you can follow the liturgy which 

will be enclosed with the communion elements.  
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 (Continued on Page 2) 

Please watch for a special delivery to 
your door. Communion elements will 
be delivered on Friday, June 5 or 
Saturday, June 6. As you see below, 
once you peel the first seal, there is the 
wafer. Peel the second seal to drink the 
juice. 
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Through online communion this month, and for however long it continues, may we all stay strong in 

faith, be united in Christ, quench our thirst by the Lord’s table wherever we are. Whether we gather 

together physically or not, we are one in Christ and we witness this again through our communion in 

a different way. I hope you all understand the changes we are making and why we need to find ways 

to participate in the Holy communion during this time.  

Let us pray for one another. In this time of social distancing, we see how important communication 

is to stay connected with one another. Like that, it is really essential to communicate to God as we 

pray. Please continue to pray for our church, our country, and the world. Use the breakthrough prayer 

card or your own words of prayer at 8:00am and 8:00pm. I can see how powerful it has been for me 

in recent days. So, I encourage you strongly to pray. Pray to surrender to God. Pray to ask for help. 

Pray that God’s will be done through us.  

 

Blessings and HUGS to you all.  

Pastor Hyejung.  
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In July, our pastor will be serving 75% of 

her time at Hope and serving Knapp 

UMC for 25% of her time.  Our Sunday 

service time will be changing to 10:00 

AM as Pastor Hyejung will be leading 

Knapp’s service before ours, and will 

travel to Hope to lead our 10:00 service.  

Thanks to all of you for your input and 

ideas as we puzzled together about our 

longer-term financial stability.  We pray 

that we will all be blessed in our path 

forward. 

BECOMING PART  

OF A TWO-POINT CHARGE 
 

HOPE UMC will continue  
to have online worship  
until at least June 14th. 

Ad Board will be 
 reviewing this at their 

 June meeting and  
will share any updates. 

(Wisconsin Conference 
 recommends June 21st as the  
earliest date for reopening) 

 

The Book of Acts 

Bible Study in JULY 

As we are faced with changes in becoming a 
two-point charge and with the pandemic, I 
have been thinking about being a church during 
this time. Even though the format of 
gatherings will change, we are still the people 
of God. We are called to be a church wherever 
we are.  

We will explore how to be the church that God wants us to be during this time and 
in the future, I want to encourage you to join in a Bible Study. We will be using the 
Book of Acts. We will try to open our eyes and think differently about how to be a 
church, using some resources and experimental ideas. Through the Book of Acts, 
we will learn how the early church remained faithful and how the Holy Spirit 
worked through them. Through examples, we will take time to look at our 
neighborhood and brainstorm how each of us can be a church where we are. It will 
be a time to stretch our thoughts of what being a church means; not as a building, 
but being the church in creative ways as we go out or log in, and find people who 
might need the Good News.  

This five-week study will begin July 15th with options of meeting person and online 
through Zoom.  A meeting time has not yet been determined. Please let the pastor 
Hyejung know if you are interested in participating in this summer Bible study. 
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BISHOP JUNG’S VIDEO PROVIDES A SHORT THEOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL MESSAGE FOR US ALL 
A message from Bishop Jung, May 28 2020 
 
Link to watch it online: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQtu3KzVw7c&feature
=youtu.be  

Bishop Jung’s Video Script 5-28-2020: 
I have been blessed to serve among you and humbled to 
continue with you in this leadership journey. Since we’ve  
been asked to “Stay Safe at Home” because of COVID-19, our 
clergy and congregations have been responding in many 
creative ways. I praise God for your gracious and faithful 
leadership. 

We are all learning anew, to live together. The meaning               
of community has changed.  We are learning to be in-person 
virtually – we can see each other but not be physically present with one another. We miss so much, and 
yet we are learning that the church is not just a building or a place where we gather. The church truly is us, 
the people of God, no matter how we gather. 

Still, we yearn for what we miss from the ways we used to worship and gather as a congregation. We long 
to be together to pray and sing, to hear each other’s voices, to pass the peace and greet each other, to 
praise God where we can feel the energy of the room without having to watch little squares of people on 
zoom, or see a video and participate in worship by ourselves or only with our family. 

We have some challenging decisions to make as we move ahead. Many people are clamoring to begin to 
meet in-person. Even last week in President Trump’s statement we have received, our church as a 
worshipping community has a significant role to play in response. 

We must make decisions in the context of our church communities. We as Conference staff, and I as your 
bishop, are not making these decisions for you because the needs and situations in your churches and 
communities are each different. You, as laity and clergy, are invited to work together to discuss this and 
make decisions about your next steps for your church in collaboration with each other. These are not 
decisions for the pastor or any one lay leader to make alone. While we ask you to make the decisions 
together as a congregation with your pastor, we offer you our support in prayer, and offer some general 
guidelines in coordination with COVID 19 Task Team’s advice. 

We are quarantined, yet we are one in the Spirit. God gives us hope, which means yes, this will end. And 
in the meantime, we will reimagine how we will live through today and into the future. Leadership presence 
means that each context makes the decisions together in each location for what is safe and appropriate 
for you, doing no harm, living into the church’s purpose, caring for those on the margins, for those who are 
isolated and need human connection, for those who don’t have access to basic needs. 

Change is not comfortable. We know the wilderness. We also know the hopeful journey; we know the 
promised land. This can bring us comfort in this time of wilderness. We can think about the future of our 
churches, not as a re-open only, but also as an opportunity to re-launch. What have you learned that you 
can let go? What new ministry opportunities have you discovered? We are building something new in this 
covenant journey. 
Together in collaboration and support of one another, we will continue to journey along the paths that 
God is creating for us. Thanks be to God! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQtu3KzVw7c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQtu3KzVw7c&feature=youtu.be
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INGATHERING: 
MORE SUPPLIES 

NEEDED 
BY JUNE 1ST 

Wisconsin UMC has distributed 3,480 hygiene kits in 
the last month! We have helped supply hospital 
overflow locations, homeless shelters, and domestic 
abuse shelters around the state.  Dropping supplies in 
Green Bay, Kenosha, Racine, Beloit, Dodgeville, 
LaCrosse, River Falls, New Richmond, Menomonie, 
Fennimore, and Portage. 
Donations are NEEDED to re-supply. Drop off at one of 
the collection sites by Monday, June 1st 
Contact: Lynnette Jordan, Coordinator 

Hygiene kits, hygiene kit items, and other normal 
ingathering supplies will be collected at the following 
locations during the listed times through June 1 

Eau Claire Collection Site: 
Eau Claire Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire 

• Sundays, May 24 and 31, 9am - 3pm 
• Or by appointment, 715-835-5310 

 

UMCOR Hygiene Kit 

• One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) 
▪ No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber 

towels  

• One washcloth 
▪ No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber 

towels  
• One comb 

▪ Must be sturdy with at least 6 
inches of teeth 

▪ No pocket combs or picks 
▪ Rattail and combs without handles 

are acceptable but must have at 
least 6 inches of teeth  

• One toenail or fingernail clipper 
▪ No emery boards or metal nail files  

• Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 
▪ No Ivory or Jergen’s soap   
▪ Do not remove from packaging  

• One adult toothbrush 
▪ Do not remove from packaging 
▪ Personal advertising not acceptable  

• 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) 
▪ Common household bandages 

acceptable  
• One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

LAWN MOWING HELP NEEDED 

 
The grass is green and growing at 
HOPE. We are in need of some 
volunteers to help with mowing the  
lawn. Please contact any Trustee 
member with questions. 

If you are able to help move the lawn, 
please visit our online signup sheet 
through Sign Up Genius at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a44aaa

622a02-hope 

mailto:lynnette.jordan0707@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a44aaa622a02-hope
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a44aaa622a02-hope
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NOTICE: All Church activities are on hold right now 
until we have more direction regarding when we 
will be able to meet in person again.  This includes: 

 • Choir  

• Women of Hope Gatherings 

• Men’s Group Coffee Fellowship 

• Youth Group activities and gatherings (except online Zoom events) 

• All Faith Formation Groups and Gatherings: 
o Sunday School (All Ages - children, youth, and adult) 
o Confirmation 
o Adult Bible Study 
o Centering Prayer 
o Women’s Bible Study  

• Heritage Court Ministry 

• All Outside Groups using the church 
 

The Church Office may have 
some changes to regular 
hours during this time. 

If you call the office 715-835-
5310, be sure to leave a 
message. The voicemail will 
be checked on a regular 
basis. 

You can also continue to 
communicate using the 
church email:  
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 
 

 

JUNE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
➢ June 11th SPRC Committee 5:30pm 

➢ June 11th Finance 6:30pm 

➢ June 14th Trustees 10:30am 

➢ June 15th Ad Board 6:30pm 

Youth Group will be 
meeting online 
through ZOOM  

each Wednesday 
evening at 7:00pm. 



  

HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310 

- 7 - 

 

  

Even though we don’t meet and worship 
together in person, we still continue our 
ministries. It’s a time to remember the 
church is not about the building, but WE 
are the church. 

 

MAIL: Please feel free to send 
your offerings in mail:  

Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  
Call or email the church office to 
request an Authorization Form 
for Automatic Withdrawal 

715-835-5310 (leave a message) 
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

GIVING 

POSTAGE 

DONATIONS 

NEEDED 

The number of items being mailed out has 
increased during this time as we are sharing 
messages and sermons with those unable to 
connect online.  

 Sunday School  
Classes will 

resume in the Fall 

Have a  
great  

Summer! 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Classes & Groups will 
resume in the Fall: 
• Adult Sunday School 

• Adult Bible Study 

• Centering Prayer 

• Women’s Bible Study  
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VISIT THE JONAH 
WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

 & INFORMATION 

www.jonahjustice.org 
 

LITTLE LIBRARY 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Our little library has been 
serving as both a Little Food 
Pantry and a Little Library    
for Books. Additionally, our 
neighbors often use it as a 
sharing box, bringing what 
they don't use but want to 
share with others. 

IF YOU, OR 

SOMEONE YOU 

KNOW IS IN 

NEED OF A 

FACEMASK, 
PLEASE 

CONTACT JAN 

LORENTZ 

 

Birthday Blessings to all who are 

celebrating a Birthday in June 

Happy Birthday  
to you,  

to Jesus be true 
may God’s  

richest blessing, 
 now rest  
upon you! 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  

  

  
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 

Ushers 
  

 

 

  

* Communion 
Servers      

Greeters      

Scripture Reader      

Children’s Moment      

Audio Visual      

Coffee Fellowship      

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

8:45am  Adult Sunday School  

9:30am  WORSHIP SERVICE  
 Followed by Fellowship 

10:45am Youth Sunday School  
 & Adult Bible Study 
 
 

HOPE UMC STAFF   

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS:     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and 

updates should be submitted to the church office by 

the 20th of each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 


